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Oct 2015 · Easily understand a variety of variations in home construction and choose the option most
appropriate for you. By simplifying complex roof materials and the complexities of local building
codes, Better Homes & Gardens’ Home Construction editors show you how to make the right
choices. The assortment of materials and types of roofs is vast, and even more complicated, so we've
simplified the decision into seven easy steps. 1. Determine the structure of your roof. The type of
roof affects the type of tile to be used and even the type and location of brackets and vents you need.
Step 1: Determine the structure of your roof The first step in choosing a roof is to understand the
basic components of the roof structure, which can vary greatly among different types of roofs. Step
2: Determine the component of the roof You'll need to consider a variety of factors when choosing
your roof materials. Roofs can be flat, pitched, gable-end or half-hip roofs. Roofing tiles can range
from regular to high-performance products that incorporate fireproofing and other fire-retardant
properties. Varieties of roofing supplies can be found in standard sizes or custom-cut sizes to fit
more tightly around windows and doors. Sometimes, you may need to work with roof decking—a
concrete deck or a wooden deck—and galvanized steel decking—most commonly used in Shingle
roofs. Steel decking is often used as the roof deck for more expensive, energy-efficient roofs. Step 3:
Consider the structure of your roof The number of layers and the product choices you need will also
have an impact on your choices. For example, some roofing and decking materials are not suitable
for gable-end or half-hip roofs. Step 4: Select waterproofing materials If you need a roof to protect
your home from rain, look for a roofing product with a water-impervious membrane. Choose
waterproofing products that are compatible with the type of roof you're building. Waterproofing
products can be either
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