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Magazine published a 5 page article for April 2010 detailing the work completed on the first carbon
fiber road bike frame design from the famed Nathan Tinkler (Happy Trails). This frame features two
proprietary CRT models referred to as ‘W’ and ‘X’. The design changes follow up on several concepts
over the past few years involving skeletal frames fabricated using carbon fiber, and the work has led
to the development of a new material – C5. C5 combines the properties of both carbon fiber and
resin into a single material, thereby making a reduction in weight while also providing superior
fatigue resistance. It is most certainly the most interesting and advanced news in the bike industry
in the last two years. I have already ridden the ‘W’ frame and it is a truly stunning frame. I also ran a
review on the AEROBIKE website earlier this year. The frame has a Dikembe Mutombo style front
end with a symmetrical drop out and minimal rear drops. The rear triangles of both sides are made
from a single piece of C5. The top tube goes from the drop outs to the fork on the W side, but is then
reduced in size to allow for the extreme offset of the upright fork without the need for an extender.
This section is then tapered back to the correct size for the head tube. The center of the top tube
also lies closer to the bottom bracket than what you may be used to with traditional layups (seen in
the ‘X’ frame). The rear triangle is also asymmetrical with the W side featuring a true step-thru seat
tube – the standard top tube is not used. This sits perpendicular to the bottom bracket and fully
encloses the rear brake cable routing. Again the W side has a smaller center section for the seat
tube. From a geometry standpoint the bike isn’t radical
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